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Admission Policy of Dominican College Muckross Park

School Address: Marlborough Road, Donnybrook, Dublin 4

Roll number: 60710U

School Patron: Le Chéile Schools Trust cig

1. Introduction

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000. In drafting this
policy, the Board of Management of the school has consulted with school staff, the school
patron and with parents of children attending the school.

The policy was approved by the school patron on 6th May 2021. It is published on the
school's website and will be made available in hardcopy, on request, to any person who
requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Dominican College Muckross Park's admission process
are set out in the school's Annual Admission Notice which is published annually on the
school's website at least one week before the commencement of the admission process for

the school year concerned.

This policy must be read in conjunction with the Annual Admission Notice for the school year
concerned.

The Application Form for admission is published on the school's website and will
available in hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

2. Characteristic spirit and general objectives of the school

be made

Dominican College Muckross Park is a Catholic all girls voluntary secondary school with a
Catholic ethos under the trusteeship of Le Chéile Schools Trust.

The purpose of our Le Chéile / Dominican school is to provide an education that

acknowledges and affirms the dignity and uniqueness of every human being as a child of
God - "The glory of God is humanity fully alive" (St Irenaeus). It embraces the intellectual,
physical, cultural, emotional, social, moral and spiritual growth of each student.

Our school seeks to build a learning community that welcomes, and witnesses to, the
Gospel values of Jesus Christ, expressed through the lens of the Le Chéile Charter. The
school draws on the richness of the religious and cultural heritage of the past, tracing its
originating vision to the charism of the Dominican Sisters who founded the school, and to St
Dominic Guzman.
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Our school is committed to creating a place of inclusivity, equality and openness, where
people can live with and be taught by one another, however diverse our experiences might
be. It does not discriminate on religious grounds and is open to students from diverse

backgrounds. Our school welcomes students of all faiths and none while maintaining a
Catholic ethos. It offers educational opportunities which promote excellence so that students
can respond responsibly to their own lives, the lives of others and the earth, which is our
home.

As a Catholic school, Religious Education is central to our curriculum. Alongside Religious
Education the school supports students in their Catholic religious formation. All students'
spiritual growth is enhanced through areas such as nature, art, poetry and music. The
spiritual life of students can also be deepened through prayer and ritual.

In accordance with S.15 (2) (b) of the Education Act, 1998 the Board of Management of
Dominican College Muckross Park shall uphold, and be accountable to the patron for so
upholding, the characteristic spirit of the school as determined by the cultural, educational,
moral, religious, social, linguistic and spiritual values and traditions which inform and are
characteristic of the objectives and conduct of the school.

The general objectives of all Le Chéile schools include:

Welcome recognises the unique dignity and worth of each person.

Wisdom is the pursuit of a greater understanding and appreciation of the world.

Witness comes from the expression of Gospel values, in everyday life, and recognises that
every person is made in the image and likeness of God.

Dominican College Muckross Park will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the

school on any of the following:

(a) the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(d) the sexual orientation ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(g) the ground of race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,

(h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the

student concerned, or the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the

student concerned has special educational needs

As per section 61(3) of the Education Act 1998, 'civil status ground', 'disability ground',
'discriminate', 'family status ground', 'gender ground', 'ground of race', 'religion ground',
'sexual orientation ground' and 'Traveller community ground' shall be construed
accordance with section 3 of the Equal Status Act 2000.
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Dominican College Muckross Park is an all-girls school and does not discriminate where it

refuses to admit a boy applying for admission to this school.

Dominican College Muckross Park is a school whose objective is to provide education in
an environment which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where
it admits a student of Roman Catholic faith in preference to others.

Dominican College Muckross Park is a school whose objective is to provide education in
an environment which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where
it refuses to admit as a student a person who is not Roman Catholic and it is proved that
the refusal is essential to maintain the ethos of the school.

Dominican College Muckross Park will cooperate with the NCSE in the performance by
the Council of its functions under the Education for Persons with Special Educational
Needs Act 2004 in relation to the provision of education to children with special
educational needs, including in particular by the provision and operation of a special
class or classes when requested to do so by the Council.

Dominican College Muckross Park will comply with any direction served on the board or
the patron under section 37A and 67(4)(b).

3. Categories of Special Education Needs catered for in the school/ASD

Class

Dominican College Muckross Park with the approval of the Minister for Education has
established a class to provide an education exclusively for students with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD).

The ASD Class

Dominican College Muckross Park has one class catering for students with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) with a maximum of six students. The ASD class provides an
education exclusively for students with a category or categories of special educational
needs specified by the Minister and may refuse to admit to the class a student who does
not have the category of needs specified.

Admission Policy to ASD class is attached as Appendix 1 to this Policy

4. Admission of Students

Students eligible for admission to First Year

To be eligible for admission to First Year, applicants must:

Have reached the age of 12 years by 1st January of the calendar year following
entry to First Year (as required by the Department of Education and Skills

regulations)

Have completed Sixth Class in Primary School or its equivalent
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• Submit a valid Application Form within the time period in the Annual Admission
Notice

This school shall admit each student seeking admission except where:

a) the school is oversubscribed (please see Section 5 below for further details)

b) a parent of a student, when required by the Principal in accordance with section
23(4) of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing that the Code of
Behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all
reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by the student

Dominican College Muckross Park provides education exclusively for girls and may refuse

to admit as a student a person who is not of the gender provided for by this school.

Dominican College Muckross Park is a Roman Catholic school and may refuse to admit as
a student a person who is not Roman Catholic where it is proved that the refusal is
essential to maintain the ethos of the school.

Dominican College Muckross Park welcomes applications from parent(s)/guardian(s) of
students with special education needs.

5. Oversubscription

In the event that the school is oversubscribed, the school will, when deciding on applications
for admission, apply the following selection criteria in the order listed below. Places will be
allocated to eligible applicants in the following categories in the following order of priority:

1. Siblings of Current or Former Students

The selection criteria for this category of applicant, apply to siblings of a current or former
student of Dominican College Muckross Park. A current student may also include an

applicant who has been offered and who has accepted a place in first year but who has not

yet started school.

A former student is a student who has completed, in full, fifth year and sixth year (the
Senior Cycle) and the Leaving Certificate Examination at Dominican College Muckross Park.

2. Daughters of Former Students

The selection criterion for this category of applicant, applies to daughters of former students

who attended Dominican College Muckross Park and who completed, in full, fifth year and
sixth year (the Senior Cycle) and the Leaving Certificate Examination at Dominican College
Muckross Park. Please note that evidence of completion of the Leaving Certificate at

Dominican College Muckross Park is required to be provided by applicants in this category.

The school can only apply this criterion to a maximum of 25% of the available spaces as set
out in the school's Annual Admission Notice.

In the event that there are more applicants in this category than available spaces, the

selection of applicants in this category shall be determined by lottery. Those applicants who

are not selected by way of lottery may still be allocated a place under a subsequent category
for which they qualify.
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